The Oriental Congresses.
kistan on the other side of the Pamir, though they had at a late period adopted the Turki language, were still, from an Anthropological point of view, Aryans. This subject was followed out at considerable length by another scholar, ML Boanell, in the Trans-Caucasian section, and we await with interest the full text of these interesting communications.
The section of western Asia, including Turkey, Arabia, and Egypt, was all of great interest. M. Harkavy read a paper on the origin of the Slaves, M. Derenbourg, junior, brought to the notice of the Congress two works, which he was conducting through the press at Paris. Mr. Ho worth read a paper on the Khazars. M. Sachau, of Berlin, brought before the Congress the expediency of paying more attention to the astronomical works of the Arabs, as illustrative of the degree of civilisation of thafc period. Mr. Chwolson and M. Stickel discussed the points of analogy betwixt the tribes of Israel and the tribes of the Arabs before the time of Mahomet, and the light thrown upon the period of the Judges by this study. Professor Qregorieff tried to find a reason for the fact that the commerce betwixt Central Asia and the north of Europe, which flourished so remarkably from the seventh to the tenth century of the Christian Era, suddenly ceased ia the eleventh century. A great quantity of coins are found in Russia and the Baltic provinces which go to show that the commerce was very extensive, and the coins of the latest date found are of 1011 A. D. A commerce which had lasted at least one thousand years, then suddenly ceased. The learned Professor could give no explanation of this remarkable fact, but M. Chwolson took up the subject and found a cause in the fall of the kingdom of the Khazars, which occupied all the country north of the Caspian, and the mouths of the Volga, and which was strong and civilized enough to protect commerce from the plundering Nomads, and the old Russians, and 'with their fell commerce fell also. M. Harkavy and Mr. Howorth joined in this discussion, which will no doubt'attract the deep attention, which it deserves.
la the afternoon of the same day the section of the extreme Orient, or Eastern Asia, held its sitting. The special delegate from the Japanese emperor, Vice-Admirai Enomotto, made a communication upon the historical works of the Japanese, for the oldest of which he claimed an antiquity of eleven hundred years. His excellency then briefly described the relation of the Shogan to the Mikado, remarking that the hereditary power of the Shoguns. had lasted 680 years, when it was finally destroyed in 1866. The President of the section, M. Leon de Rosney then started the interesting question, whether it was possible, in the interest of
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